Method of controlling multimedia audio and video playback 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a method of controlling the multimedia audio 
5 and video playback. 

Description of the Related Art 

Nowadays, people pay more and more attention on entertainment, but with the 
concept of personal privacy and freedom, many people are unwilling to wait in a line 
for a ticket, or stay in a public place (such as a cinema) with poor air ventilation, and 
sit in a small seat next to a group of total strangers to watch a movie. It is not 
regarded as an enjoyment, but is a torture instead. On the other hand, since the 
audio and video equipments and information products are improved constantly and 
integrated perfectly to show the audio and video effects, it has reached an excellent 
state. Based on the description above, people prefer staying at home to appreciate a 
program on CD or an online satellite program. 

Due to the popularity of computer devices (such as a notebook computer or a 
desktop computer), many people usually run the multimedia file (such as an 
audio/video CD) directly on a notebook computer or a desktop computer as a main 
playback tool in order to save the money for buying an audio/video playback device 
20 (DVD player or VCD player). In general, if a computer is used to watch a movie, it 
is necessary to install an audio and video playback program (Win DVD or Media 
Player). Such playback program has a plurality of playback setup options (such as 
volume, language, screen, and caption, etc.), so that users may freely adjust the setup 
values (such as the volume, sound quality, screen size, image brightness, and external 
25 screen, etc) for the playback options according to personal preferences. However, 
the procedure of adjusting such playback options is minute and complicated, and thus 
it is common for a movie being played for a while before the user completes the 
adjustment and setup of such playback setup options. Furthermore, since the setup 
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value of these playback setup options cannot be saved, the users have to reset the 
setup every time when they play a movie, leaving us no alternative but annoyance. 

Since movies have different natures (such as war movies, horror movies, and 
romantic movies, etc.), it is necessary to play it with different playback environment to 
5 maximize the audio and video effects. Therefore, viewing a movie of different 
natures requires adjusting the setup values of the playback option. What would it be 
if a user just prefers to watch war movies? It is unbearable to the user if it is 
necessary to readjust the setup for the optimal audio and video effect every time when 
the user watches the movie of the same nature. 

10 Therefore, it is an urgent need to have a novel invention that allows users \o 

watch a movie or listen to a song by using a computer device without having to go 
through the complicated setup procedure. The function of playing a movie 
according to the content and nature easily and quickly is definitely a contribution to 
the extensive consumers. 

15 Summary of the Invention 

The primary objective of the present invention is to provide a method of 
controlling the multimedia audio and video playback. When watching a movie by a 
computer device (such as a notebook computer), the user just needs to run an 
audio/video playback program (such as Win DVD or Media Player) without further 

20 setting or adjusting the setup value every time, and such audio/video playback 
program will follow the user's preset setup to play the movie. The main technology 
resides on that such computer device has a playback control program and a data 
storage medium, wherein after the audio/video playback program has started, it makes 
adjustment to each of the setup values (such as the volume, sound quality, screen size, 

25 image brightness, and external screen, etc) for the playback, and saves the setup data 
into the data storage medium. Therefore, after the computer device has booted, 
such playback control program will automatically load the setup values for the 
playback options if the program detects the execution of such audio/video playback 
function. The audio/video playback function will play the multimedia file according to 

30 the content of the setup values. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



Other features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent in 
the following detailed description of the preferred embodiments with reference to the 
accompanying drawing. 

5 FIG. 1 is an illustrative diagram of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is another illustrative diagram of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

This invention discloses a method of controlling the multimedia audio and video 
10 playback. Please refer to FIG. 1 for the method in accordance with this invention, 
comprising a computer device having an audio/video playback program 1 1 (such as 
Win DVD or Media Player), a playback control program 12 and a data storage 
medium 13, wherein after the audio/video playback program 11 is run, each of the 
playback setup option 111 (such as volume, language, screen, and caption, etc.) 
15 performs an adjustment and saves the adjusted setup values 131 (such as the volume, 
sound quality, screen size, image brightness, and external screen, etc) into the data 
storage medium 13. 

Please refer to FIGS. 1 and 2. After the computer device 1 has booted, the 
playback control program 12 will process and determine according to the following 
20 procedure if it has detected the execution of the audio/video playback program 1 1 : 

(101) Determining whether or not there is a multimedia file waiting to be executed; if 
yes, go to next step, or else repeat Step (101); 

(102) Loading the setup values 131 from the data storage medium 13 for the playback 
setup options 111; 

25 (103) Letting the audio/video playback program 11 execute the multimedia file 
according to the content of the setup values 131. 
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Please refer to FIG. 1 for this invention. In the figure, the computer device 1 
could be a notebook computer or a desktop computer; the data storage medium 13 
could be a hard disk or a memory; the multimedia file could be stored in a CD, a 
floppy disk, or a movie or a song stored in the data storage medium 13. 

5 Now, assumed that User A prefers watching horror films and the user usually 

uses a notebook computer as the main viewing tool to play the horror films as shown 
in FIGS. 1 and 3, User A only needs to run the audio/video playback program 11 first, 
and adjusts the setup values 131 (such as volume, sound quality, screen size, 
brightness, and external connection of screen, etc.) for each configuration of the 

10 playback setup option 111 of the audio/ video playback program 11, and saves the 
values in the memory or hard disk of the notebook computer. Therefore, when a user 
wants to watch a horror film for each time, the user just needs to run the audio/video 
playback program 11 and then the playback control program 12 will detect the 
execution of the audio/video playback program 11, and automatically load the setup 

15 values 131 from the memory or hard disk of the notebook computer, such that the 
audio/video playback program 11 will play on a display screen 2 of the notebook 
computer according to the contents of the setup values 131. Therefore, User A no 
longer needs to adjust or set the playback setup options 111. After User A has 
opened the audio/video playback program 11, User A can start watching the 

20 spectacular content of the horror film. 

Since there are many types and properties of movies or songs (such as horror 
movies, comedy movies, war movies, rock and roll music, jazz music, and classic 
music, etc), therefore it requires different environments (such as a bright screen 
quality for viewing a comedy movie, a stronger contrast for viewing a horror movie, a 

25 shocking sound effect for listening to rock and roll music, etc) for viewing a movie or 
listening to a song. Therefore, different playback environments (such as viewing a 
horror movie, a comedy movie, a war movie or an opera movie, or listening to rock 
and roll music, sentimental music, love song, or classic music, etc.) are regarded as 
setup groups 132 of different natures when the setup value 131 of each of these 

30 playback setup options 111 are adjusted and saved into the data storage medium 13. 
In other words, the data storage medium 13 stores a plurality of setup groups 132 of 



different natures. 

Now, assumed that User B prefers watching war movies and comedy movies and 
listening to classic music. Please refer to FIGS. 1 and 3. Since watching a war 
movie and a comedy movie requires different contrast and brightness, therefore all 
5 playback setup options 111 required for the environment of playing a war movie are 
saved in the setup group 132 with the name of "War Movie Option", and all playback 
setup options 111 required for the environment of playing a comedy movie are saved 
in the setup group 132 with the name of "Comedy Movie Option". In addition, since 
listening to music emphasizes more on the sound effect than that for watching a movie, 
10 therefore User B can save all playback setup options 111 required for the environment 
of listening to classic music in the setup group 132 with the name of "Classic Music 
Option". 

Hence, when User B wants to watch a comedy movie by using a CD and a 
notebook computer, User B just needs to turn on the notebook computer and insert 

1 5 the CD into the CD drive to execute the audio/video playback program 1 1 as shown 
in FIGS. 1 and 3. The playback control program 12 will detect the execution of the 
audio/video playback program 11, and displays a dialog box 21 on the display screen 
2 of the computer device 1. The dialog box 21 comprises a plurality of playback 
environment options 211 (such as Horror Movie Option, Comedy Movie Option, 

20 Classic Music Option, and Rock and Roll Music Option, etc"; so that after User B has 
selected an appropriate playback environment option 211 (for example, the Comedy 
Movie Option), the playback control program 12 will download the setup group 132 
corresponding to such playback environment option 211 from the data storage 
medium 13. The audio/video playback program 11 can play the movie according to 

25 the content of the setup group 132, so that User B can view the comedy movie with 
the corresponding audio/video effect. 

Similarly, when User B wants to listen to classic music, User B just needs to 
select the "Classic Music Option" in the dialog box 21, and the audio/video playback 
program 11 will play according to the setup group 132 corresponding to the "Classic 
30 Music Option". Further, if User A wants to watch a horror movie by a notebook 
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computer, User A just need to select the "Horror Movie Option" in the dialog box 21, 
and the audio/video playback program 11 will play according to the corresponding 
"Horror Movie Option". Such arrangement can let users of different personal 
preferences share the same notebook computer, without affecting the setup values 
5 13 1 set by each other. 

Although particular embodiments of the invention have been described in 
detail for purposes of illustration, various modifications and enhancements may be 
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, the 
invention is not to be limited except as by the appended claims. 

10 
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